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EDialogue for Introduction

E: Hello, Tets.

T: Hi, Edward! You are looking at a photo of corn? It’s one of my favorite vegetables!
E: Yes, but this variety has an interesting difference. Look! White corn!

T: Yummy! I love it! It is as sweet or even sweeter than a melon.

E: What! Have you tried it?

T: Yes. It is from Hokkaido. The brand name is ‘Pure White'.

E: Hokkaido? This photo is from one of my friends in Zambia. I just wrote to him
saying how sad it was that he has to eat simple white corn every day. I hear white corn
is their staple food.

T: How enviable that they eat that expensive corn every day! I would like to eat ‘Pure
White’ every day.

E: We should not forget that we are living in a country blessed with a great variety of
food. Many children in Zambia suffer from a vitamin A deficiency. Corn contains a lot of
vitamin B but doesn’t contain vitamin A. The government of Zambia is... well Tets,
please listen to the passage from the Eiken Pre-1 exam, given in June, 2012.

T: T hope I will learn how to get ‘Pure White’.

E: Listeners! Are you ready to go to work on this fascinating passage? It will nourish
your English!

T: A nice pun! Yes, we are also ready to present you with some comprehension questions

to confirm your understanding of this delicious passage!

M Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow.

Corn in Zambia [2012-1 Pre-1st A]

White corn is a staple food in Zambia, and is the main ingredient in a favorite

Zambian dish. However, white corn is low in vitamin A, a lack of which causes



thousands of Zambian children to go blind each year. To help prevent this, Zambian
researchers have developed a new variety of corn that is rich in vitamin A. Yields,
water requirements, and seed costs for the new corn are the same as for white corn.
However, the Zambian government is having difficulty persuading people to grow
the new corn. One reason is that the corn is an unfamiliar orange color, which makes
it hard for Zambians to accept. Also, Zambians say it tastes different from the white
corn they have always eaten. Nevertheless, effective marketing might work. Initial
government trials have shown that while people are reluctant at first, they are more

accepting once the new corn’s health benefits have been explained.

[Questions]

Answer the following 2 questions in 30 seconds for each.
No. 1 What do we learn about the new corn?

No. 2 What is one problem the Zambian government is facing?

M Let’s study vocabulary and expressions

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Edward.

1 T staple food

2 SaY ingredient

3 [ R/ AR low in vitamin
4 KT 5 go blind

5 [ SN rich in vitamin
6 IS FE = yields

7 D% seed costs

8 XS ) persuade

9 h R 7o i B effective marketing
10 IEEI initial

11 RSHEE 720 reluctant

12 | BEICRW\WZ L health benefits




B Listen to the passage and once more answer the two questions that follow!

Corn in Zambia [2012-1 Pre-1st A]

White corn is a staple food in Zambia, and is the main ingredient in a favorite
Zambian dish. However, white corn is low in vitamin A, a lack of which causes
thousands of Zambian children to go blind each year. To help prevent this, Zambian
researchers have developed a new variety of corn that is rich in vitamin A. Yields,
water requirements, and seed costs for the new corn are the same as for white corn.

However, the Zambian government is having difficulty persuading people to grow
the new corn. One reason is that the corn is an unfamiliar orange color, which makes
it hard for Zambians to accept. Also, Zambians say it tastes different from the white
corn they have always eaten. Nevertheless, effective marketing might work. Initial
government trials have shown that while people are reluctant at first, they are more

accepting once the new corn’s health benefits have been explained.

[Questions]

Answer the following 2 questions in 30 seconds for each.

No. 1 What do we learn about the new corn?

No. 2 What is one problem the Zambian government is facing?

B Repetition and Interpretation Drill

The passage is read with pauses and Japanese interpretation.

1) Repeat during each pause. Practice again and again until your repetition becomes
perfect.

2) Listen and interpret during the pauses. You should finish your interpretation before
the model interpretation starts. Practice again and again.

3) Shadowing and Repetition. While listening to English, shadow the part in English.

During the pauses, interpret into Japanese.



Corn in Zambia

White corn is a staple food in Zambia, /

and is the main ingredient in a favorite Zambian dish. //

However, white corn is low in vitamin A, /

a lack of which causes thousands of Zambian children to go blind each year. //

To help prevent this, Zambian researchers have developed a new variety of corn /

that is rich in vitamin A. //

Yields, water requirements, and seed costs for the new corn are the same as for white
corn.//

However, the Zambian government is having difficulty persuading people to grow the
new corn. //

One reason is that the corn is an unfamiliar orange color, /

which makes it hard for Zambians to accept.//

Also, Zambians say it tastes different from the white corn they have always eaten. //
Nevertheless, effective marketing might work.//

Initial government trials have shown /

that while people are reluctant at first, /

they are more accepting /

once the new corn’s health benefits have been explained.

B Model answers.

Listen to the models and compare with your answers.

T: Now Edward, what are your answers? ‘No.1 What do we learn about the new corn?’
E: It doesn’t cost more to grow and harvest the new corn than the white corn.

The new corn is orange in color but rich in vitamin A.
T: Thank you. How about ‘No. 2 What is one problem the Zambian government is
facing?
E: The government is facing difficulty in persuading people to grow the new corn. The
new corn is an orange color so it is hard for Zambians to accept it. Zambians also say it

tastes different from the white corn.



B Challenge 1

T: Now Edward is going to ask you some questions. Please answer his questions. You
should continue to speak for at least for 30 seconds.

E: What would you do if you were a Zambian, living in Zambia? Would you accept the
recommendations of the government without question? Please give your answer in one

minute.

E: Model Now, let’s listen to Tets. He will show you a model. Listen and compare with

your answer.

T: I would not. If we imagine the appearance of a new type of rice, yellow in color but
richer in nutrients, would you change from the white rice to the yellow rice? I don’t
feel like eating yellow cooked rice. It should be white. If we are worried about some
nutrition lacking in the white rice, we can eat some other food, vegetables, fish and
other side dishes. If I were in Zambia, and had been living in Zambia eating white corns

for all through my life, I would go on eating white corn with some other side dishes.

E: Well, listeners, many of you may feel like discussing this with Tets. I know. But let’s

move on to the next challenge.

M Challenge 2

E: Please listen this agree with the following statement the following statement for at
least one minute. Your statement should include some points introduced in the passage
that you have listened to. Ready?

T: People in Zambia must be very happy because they can eat white corn as their staple
food. Ihave ever tried white corn from Hokkaido. It is known by the brand name ‘Pure
White.” That corn was expensive but very sweet and delicious. I envy people in

Zambia because they live on such delicious white corn. What do you think?

< Model>
T: Now, let’s listen to Edward. He is going to show you a model. Listen and compare

with your statement.



E: First, you should keep in mind that white corn from Hokkaido and white corn in
Zambia may be different. I read some blogs and articles on the Internet. It is likely that
the white corn that people eat in Zambia is not as sweet as that of Hokkaido. Also, you
should keep in mind that white corn is their staple food. You must eat a variety of food
in Japan but imagine that you eat only white corn day after day. In addition to tiring of
eating it, you may also start suffering from a vitamin A deficiency. Corn contains a lot of
vitamins and minerals but it is lacking in vitamin A. I heard that many children go
blind in Zambia because of a vitamin A deficiency.

The last thing that you should know is that people in Zambia are recommended to
change their staple food from white corn to yellow corn. That yellow corn has been
developed only recently and contains vitamin A. How would you feel if you were
strongly advised by the government to eat yellow rice that contains more nutrients than
white rice?

Instead of envy, you should seriously think more about the food situation on the ground
in Zambia. As we eat many kinds of food here in Japan, with rice as our staple food, we
can eat white corn without any detriment to our health. If people in Zambia were able to
obtain a variety of foods, as we do here, they could supplement their intake of vitamin A,

stay healthy and wouldn’t have to change their dietary staple.

B Closing Dialogue

T: When I listened to the part, “To help prevent blindness in children, they have
developed a new variety of corn that is rich in vitamin A.” I should have been better able
to infer the reality of the food situation in Zambia.

E: Yes, Tets. The passage states, ‘Yields, water requirements, and seed costs are the
same as for white corn’. This part hints that they should worry about water and seed
costs for the harvest. How about here in Japan?

T: True. We should realize we are in a very fortunate situation and feel happy about it. I
must confess that I have often indulged in the enjoyment of Hokkaido’s succulent white
corn, without actually considering its cost and environmental impact.

E: True. If you visit JICA’s website or other such information sources, you will learn

more about Zambia. Some URLs for your reference are in the PDF file accompanying



this site.

T: Look. I found the site. It says in Zambia more than 65 percent of people are living on
an income of less than one-dollar per month.

E: That’s useful information Tets. Listeners, you also may find these URS to be very
useful.

E: See you next time.
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