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Yes, this program will not only help you succeed on Eiken Tests, but it will also help you
improve your English ability, especially listening and speaking. The real aim of this

program is to help you learn more than English itself.

We are not just interested in whether you can use English, but in what you can do with

English.

Program Number 2  “Past Tense for Politeness”
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B Introduction

G: Futoshi, I have something to ask you about Japanese expressions.

F: Sure. What’s that?

G: Do you ever say “& A Lo 72 T3 2 instead of “5 A LT 9 ?

F: Hmm. That depends. Why do you want to know?

G: Well, you know, I speak a little Japanese. Recently, when I checked into a hotel, the desk
clerk said to me, “E A XA LD TEALD27=TT 7 instead of “TA XA LDTIALW
T9 7Y I wasn’t sure what he meant, why he was using the past tense instead of the
present tense. I wanted a non-smoking room at that time, not in the past. Was he talking
about the non-smoking room that I had used before? Why did he ask me about the past?

F: Oh, I've had the same experience in English! In London when I was shopping at a
clothing store, a shop clerk said to me, “What were you looking for? Did you want me?” 1
nearly said to her, “Yes, I do want you, now!”

G: Oh, Futoshi, don’t say that, especially to a woman you don’t know. It’s extremely impolite!

F: I know. I'm just joking. She wanted to help me choose a shirt and she used the past tense in
order to sound more polite.

G: Ah. I see. The hotel clerk used the past form, “&X A L7>> 7% T9 ¥ in order to make his
expression sound more polite. Just like using “Would you?” or “Could you?” instead of “Will
you?” or “Can you?” in English.

F: Ah, yes, yes. That’s right. But, to be honest, I find this use of the past tense unnatural and
too indirect, although it has become widespread these days.

G: Futoshi, did you know that the use of the past tense increases the distance between the
speaker and the hearer, thus increasing the politeness level in many different languages?

F: Oh. Yes, I know. There are the same expression styles in German, French, and other
languages.

G: Aha. It would be interesting to learn more about the relation between the past tense and
polite expressions.

F: Hmm, yeah. It’s interesting, indeed.

G: OK, now, Futoshi, let’s get started on today’s exercises.

F: Oh, yes, now...

G/F: Here we go!



Exercise 1 dialogue
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Listen to the dialogue and answer the question that follows. [2012-3 2nd No.7]

(M=Man / W=Woman)
M: Next weekend is Grandma'’s birthday party, right? What should we get for her, Mom?
W: | think you should paint a picture for her, Barry. You're so good at painting.
M: Yeah, | could paint a scene from our family’s summer picnic at the beach. Could you buy a
nice picture frame?

W: Sure. I'll stop by the art store this weekend.

Answer the following question in your own words.

Question: What is the mother going to do this weekend, and why?
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Let’s study vocabulary and expressions

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Gary in English.

1.
2.
3.

~ DG & b < paint a scene from ~
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~INEBED stop by ~
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Listen to the dialogue, and answer the question that follows.
(M=Man / W=Woman)
M: Next weekend is Grandma'’s birthday party, right? What should we get for her, Mom?
W: | think you should paint a picture for her, Barry. You're so good at painting.
M: Yeah, | could paint a scene from our family’s summer picnic at the beach. Could you buy a
nice picture frame?

W: Sure. I'll stop by the art store this weekend.

Answer the following question in your own words.

Question: What is the mother going to do this weekend, and why?
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Listen to the following example and try to improve it on your own.
Next weekend is Grandma’s birthday. And she is going to stop by the art shop this weekend
because Barry will paint a picture for her.
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B Model answer
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Listen to the model, consider the points, and compare it with your answer.

She is going to buy a picture frame because her son will paint a picture as a birthday

present for his grandmother.
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Answer the following question in your own words.

Question: What is the mother going to do this weekend, and why?

B Imperfect example 2nd

Listen to the following example and try to improve it on your own.

Next weekend is Grandma’s birthday. And she is going to stop by the art shop this weekend

because Barry will paint a picture for her.

B Model answer 2nd

Listen to the model, consider the points, and compare it with your answer.

She is going to buy a picture frame because her son will paint a picture as a birthday

present for his grandmother.
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Exercise 2 passage
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Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow. [2013-1 2nd No.29]
Tricia likes her job, but she has one co-worker named Mike who never stops talking. She
knows he is trying to be friendly, but he often comes to chat with her when she is busy. She does
not want to tell Mike to go away because she thinks it might hurt his feelings. She plans to ask

her boss for advice about her problem.
Answer the following questions in your own words.
Question 1: What problem does Tricia have?
Question 2: Why does she plan to consult her boss about the problem?
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Let’s study vocabulary and expressions

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Gary in English.

1. ALdefpfE, R co-worker

2. BLeXvzx¥+5% chat

3. ~DREIFEEOTD hurt one’s feelings
4. PEERDD ask for advice
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Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow.
Tricia likes her job, but she has one co-worker named Mike who never stops talking. She
knows he is trying to be friendly, but he often comes to chat with her when she is busy. She does
not want to tell Mike to go away because she thinks it might hurt his feelings. She plans to ask

her boss for advice about her problem.

Answer the following questions in your own words.
Question 1: What problem does Tricia have?
Question 2: Why does she plan to consult her boss about the problem?

B Model answer

Listen to the models and compare them with your answers.

Questionl: What problem does Tricia have?

One of her co-workers talks to her too much.

Question2: Why does she plan to consult her boss about the problem?
Because although she wants to tell her co-worker not to speak to her so much, she is afraid

of hurting his feelings.
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B Repetition Drill using the passage
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1) Repetition Drill
Repeat during each pause. Practice again and again, and you’ll surely improve.

Ready? Let’s begin.

Tricia likes her job, /

but she has one co-worker named Mike /

who never stops talking. //

She knows he is trying to be friendly,/

but he often comes to chat with her when she is busy. //
She does not want to tell Mike to go away /

because she thinks it might hurt his feelings. //

She plans to ask her boss for advice about her problem.//
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2) Shadowing Drill 1
While listening, shadow each part.

G - P
Tricia likes her job, /
but she has one co-worker named Mike /

who never stops talking. //
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2) Shadowing Drill 1
While listening, shadow each part.
Ready? Let’s begin.

Tricia likes her job, /

but she has one co-worker named Mike /

who never stops talking. //

She knows he is trying to be friendly,/

but he often comes to chat with her when she is busy. //
She does not want to tell Mike to go away /

because she thinks it might hurt his feelings. //

She plans to ask her boss for advice about her problem.//
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3) Shadowing Drill 2
Shadow the whole passage from the beginning to the end. Practice again and again. It may be

much harder, but you will enjoy a feeling of accomplishment, if you can. Ready? Let’s begin.

Tricia likes her job, but she has one co-worker named Mike who never stops talking. //
She knows he is trying to be friendly, but he often comes to chat with her when she is busy. //
She does not want to tell Mike to go away because she thinks it might hurt his feelings. //

She plans to ask her boss for advice about her problem.//



Challenge passage & opinion
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Listen to the passage, and answer Gary’s question. [2012-2 pre-2nd No.27]
Richard is on his school’'s ice-hockey team. He practices with the team at a local skating rink
twice a week after school. Richard’s parents would like him to play a less dangerous sport.
Although they go to all his games to support him, they hope that he doesn’t get hurt during a

game.

Now, Gary is going to make several points about the passage, and then ask you a question.

Please answer his question. You should express your opinion as well as you can.

According to this passage, ice hockey may seem to be a dangerous sport, and Richard’s
parents would not like him to continue to play it. In fact, not only his parents but also many
other parents are worried about their children playing sports that appear dangerous. These
parents may be affected too much by some media reports that emphasize the negative side of
such sports. On the other hand, there are some commentators who claim that parents’ anxiety
of this kind makes children nowadays mentally weaker than before because they are
protected too much.

What do you think about the argument of these commentators? Please give your answer.

HEModel
Now, let’s listen to Futoshi. He will present a model response. Listen and compare it with your

answer.

I disagree. Some people may agree with the commentators. But, it would be very hard to
regard their argument as absolutely right. First, they haven’t shown any scientific
relationships between parents’ concern and what is called the “mental weakness” of their
children. Second, there is probably no evidence as to whether or not children nowadays are
mentally weak. Moreover, it is possible that parents’ concern with the avoidance of sports
accidents has increased the safety level in sports. The sense of security that comes from the

parental concern and protection may have contributed to increasing the number of children
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who play sports. As a result, it could be said that more and more children are getting both

physically and mentally stronger. That’s why I disagree with their argument.

How was it? Could you catch what Futoshi said? Did you understand his points?

Okay, now he will explain what he just said. Please listen.
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Now, let’s listen to Futoshi again. Please listen carefully, and focus on his opinion, and the

way in which he expresses it.

I disagree. Some people may agree with the commentators. But, it would be very hard to
regard their argument as absolutely right. First, they haven’t shown any scientific
relationships between parents’ concern and what is called the “mental weakness” of their
children. Second, there is probably no evidence as to whether or not children nowadays are
mentally weak. Moreover, it is possible that parents’ concern with the avoidance of sports
accidents has increased the safety level in sports. The sense of security that comes from the
parental concern and protection may have contributed to increasing the number of children
who play sports. As a result, it could be said that more and more children are getting both

physically and mentally stronger. That’s why I disagree with their argument.

11



B Closing Dialogue

G: Futoshi, have you ever been to Pompeii? It's a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

F: No, not yet. But I'd like to.

G: On one of the walls of the site, there’s an interesting piece of writing that reads, “Ah, young

people nowadays are all no good!”

F: Yeah, I've read about it in a book.

G: Both you and I are middle-aged, you know, and we must be careful not to be like such old

men.

F: Ah, yeah. You're right. I know old people nowadays are all no good!

G: Haha. You're joking again. But, Futoshi, if old people today are all no good, you should

present reasonable grounds to prove it.

F: Oh, you got me.

G: By the way, in the first program you explained three points about organizing your opinion:

Structure, Scope, and Avoidance of Extreme Styles. Today you used “the sandwich

structure” again.

F: 1 did.

G: And this time you also used Avoidance of Extreme Styles in some past forms.

F: Yes. That’s right. I intentionally used the past forms to show the relation between the past
tense and indirect or polite expressions. But I think I have to be careful not to use them too
much.

G: Hmm. That’s true. Using too many indirect expressions can make your opinion more
difficult to understand. What is important is to balance direct and indirect expressions. But
don’t forget to use polite expressions especially when it comes to elderly people, Futoshi.

F: Oh, you got me again!
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Well, then...

See you next time!
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