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Yes, this program will not only help you succeed on Eiken Tests, but it will also help you
improve your English ability, especially listening and speaking. However, the real aim of

this program is to help you learn more than English itself.

We are not just interested in whether you can use English, but in what you can do with

English. 7

Program Number 3 “What is stressed or not stressed in Passive Voice”
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EIntroduction

F: I'm really disappointed.

G: What’s the problem, Futoshi?

F: I got up at three o’clock this morning for the baseball game. Darvish took the mound, only
to lose the game. There was nothing worth watching. Ahh,and I'm very sleepy now.

G: Futoshi, don’t you have a video recorder? You didn’t have to watch it live on TV, did you?

F: Come on, Gary. Such a big sports event must be watched live! Darvish is the greatest
pitcher in the world!

G: Hmm. I see what you mean. Aside from whether he is the greatest or not, I'm planning to
watch all the games of the World Series on TV, under what could be called “live”
conditions.

F: What? Hey, most of the games will be held and broadcast during your working hours
because of the time difference between US and Japan. You’'ll be fired if you watch them all
during the workday!

G: Huh, don’t worry, Futoshi. I'll record all the games and watch them afterward.

F: That’s not live at all!

G: Haha, I won’t talk with anyone all week, until I've watched the videos, I'll never open my
computer, and never look at anything that might show the results of the games. After
coming back home, shutting all the windows and curtains, I'll start to watch the videos as
if the games were being played live. What do you think?

F: Oh, you won’t speak to anyone or open your computer all week? How will you get any work
done? You’'ll be fired after all!

G: Ah, there’s the Passive Voice!

F: Oh, yes. You'll be fired!

G: By whom, Futoshi?

F: By the university you work for.

G: Uh-huh. But by WHOM at the university will I be fired?

F: You'll be fired...by...someone in the management.

G: No, no, no. Exactly by WHOM? WHO will fire me?

F: That’s not important, is it? What is important is not who will do it, but who will be fired.
Ah, wait, wait. I think I've just noticed what you mean. In the Passive Voice, the agent, or
the person who actually does the action, is usually not important.

G: That’s true. And this seems like a good time to stop talking about sports and start learning
the actual uses of the Passive Voice.

F: Yeah, I agree. That’s a good idea.

G: So, Futoshi, let’s get started on today’s exercises.

F: Oh, yes. Now...

G/F: Here we go!



Exercise 1 dialogue
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Listen to the dialogue and answer the question that follows. [2012-3 pre-2nd No.14]
(M=Man / W=Woman)
W: I'm sorry, sir. You're not allowed to take pictures in this art gallery.
M: Actually, I'm a writer from Art Today magazine, and | was asked to take these pictures. | have
a letter from the gallery’s director.
W: May | see it?
M: Of course. | have it right here in my bag.

Answer the following question in your own words.

Question: Why did the woman tell the man not to take pictures?
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Let’s study vocabulary and expressions

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Gary in English.

1. ~T350FININD, ~LTHLEV  beallowed to ~

2. EiivEE art gallery
3. brorzzic right here
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Listen to the dialogue and answer the question that follows. [2012-3 pre-2nd No.14]
(M=Man / W=Woman)
W: I'm sorry, sir. You're not allowed to take pictures in this art gallery.
M: Actually, I'm a writer from Art Today magazine, and | was asked to take these pictures. | have
a letter from the gallery’s director.
W: May | see it?

M: Of course. | have it right here in my bag.

Answer the following question in your own words.

Question: Why did the woman tell the man not to take pictures?

B Imperfect example
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Listen to the following example and try to improve it on your own.

Because the man was taking these pictures.

B Model answer
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Listen to the model, consider the points, and compare it with your answer.

Because she didn’t know that he was a writer from an art magazine, who had been asked

to take pictures in the gallery.
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Passive Voice is used when the agent is not important.” 2% 0, “You'll be fired.” & &> T\
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Exercise 2 passage
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Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow. [2012-3 2nd No.25]

Every time Olivia saw the trash cans in her office, she was surprised by the number of
recyclable items in them. The company had recycling bins, but they were far away from the
trash cans, so few people used them. Olivia asked her boss if she could put the recycling bins
beside the trash cans. He said it was OK to move them, and now more things are being

recycled.

Answer the following questions in your own words.
Question 1: Why did Olivia think the recycling bins in her company were not used enough?

Question 2: What is the reason more things are being recycled there now?
Sh, THALHERNE LD, ZNTIE, D IGEELEXORBZMBLEL X 9,

Let’s study vocabulary and expressions

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Gary in English.

1. ~T5LxF0oh every time ~

2. I trash can

3. UHA 7 VATEEZ2 B, recyclable item
4. VYA 7 VHOENEE recycling bin

5. ~iz < fEin7o far away from ~



ZTNTIE, BEAFIconwThLer bzl LET R, #HOERM, “Why did Olivia think the
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Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow. [2012-3 2nd No.25]

Every time Olivia saw the trash cans in her office, she was surprised by the number of
recyclable items in them. The company had recycling bins, but they were far away from the
trash cans, so few people used them. Olivia asked her boss if she could put the recycling bins
beside the trash cans. He said it was OK to move them, and now more things are being
recycled.

Answer the following questions in your own words.
Question 1: Why did Olivia think the recycling bins in her company were not used enough?

Question 2: What is the reason more things are being recycled there now?

EModel answer
Listen to the models and compare them with your answers.
Questionl: Why did Olivia think the recycling bins in her company were not used enough?

She thought that was because they were far away from the trash cans.

Question2: What is the reason more things are being recycled there now?
It is because the recycling bins are next to the trash cans.

Or

The reason is that the recycling bins have been put beside the trash cans.
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B Repetition Drill using the passage
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1) Repetition Drill
Repeat during each pause. Practice again and again, and you’ll surely improve.

Ready? Let’s begin.

Every time Olivia saw the trash cans in her office, /

she was surprised by the number of recyclable items in them. /
The company had recycling bins, /

but they were far away from the trash cans, /

so few people used them. //

Olivia asked her boss /

if she could put the recycling bins beside the trash cans. //

He said it was OK to move them, /

and now more things are being recycled. //
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2) Shadowing Drill 1
While listening, shadow each part.
G — P
Every time Olivia saw the trash cans in her office, /
she was surprised by the number of recyclable items in them. /
The company had recycling bins, /
but they were far away from the trash cans, /
so few people used them. //
Olivia asked her boss /
if she could put the recycling bins beside the trash cans. //
He said it was OK to move them, /

and now more things are being recycled. //
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2) Shadowing Drill 1
While listening, shadow each part.
Ready? Let’s begin.

Every time Olivia saw the trash cans in her office, /

she was surprised by the number of recyclable items in them. /
The company had recycling bins, /

but they were far away from the trash cans, /

so few people used them. //

Olivia asked her boss /

if she could put the recycling bins beside the trash cans. //

He said it was OK to move them, /

and now more things are being recycled. //
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3) Shadowing Drill 2
Shadow the whole passage from the beginning to the end. Practice again and again. It may be

much harder, but you will enjoy a feeling of accomplishment, if you can. Ready? Let’s begin.

Every time Olivia saw the trash cans in her office, she was surprised by the number of
recyclable items in them. //

The company had recycling bins, but they were far away from the trash cans, so few people
used them. //

Olivia asked her boss if she could put the recycling bins beside the trash cans. //

He said it was OK to move them, and now more things are being recycled. //

Challenge passage & opinion
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Listen to the passage, and answer Gary’s question. [2012-2 pre-2nd No.21]
On the way home from school yesterday, Takako fell off her bicycle and hit her head. An
ambulance took her to the hospital. Luckily, the doctor said that she was not badly hurt. She had

to stay in the hospital for a few hours and then went home.

Now, Gary is going to make several points about the passage, and then ask you a question.

Please answer his question. You should express your opinion as well as you can.

According to this passage, a school girl named Takako fell off her bicycle and hit her head.
Although she was taken to the hospital by ambulance, she was lucky enough not to be badly
hurt. But this suggests that if she had been unlucky, she might have been seriously injured.
A recent survey shows that more than 130,000 bicycle accidents occurred in Japan in recent
years and that an increasing number of countries, including Japan, have set up laws in the
last two decades that require wearing a helmet when riding a bicycle. At the same time,
however, there are many people who protest against such laws, regarding these as
over-interference with individual freedom and privacy.

Do you agree or disagree with such laws? Why or why not? Please give your answer.

EModel
Now, let’s listen to Futoshi. He will present two model responses, a shorter one and a longer

one. Listen and compare them with your answer.

Model 1 [short answer]

I agree. About 30 years ago, when my brother was 11 years old, he seriously wounded his
head when he fell of his bicycle. If there had been a proper law and he had worn a helmet,

he would not have been injured that way. That’s why I agree with such laws.

Model 2  [long answer]

I agree. Although I sometimes feel a little strange to see schoolchildren all wear the same
helmets uniformly, what is important is not how they look, but how they should be protected
from possible accidents. About three decades ago, my brother, at the age of 11, seriously
wounded his head when he fell off his bicycle. If there had been a proper law and he had
worn a helmet, he would not have been injured that way. In recent years, in fact, more than
130,000 people were involved in bicycle accidents in Japan. This means a large number of

people may still be suffering from serious injuries; some might even have died. And, if the



law becomes more widely known and society becomes more aware of the dangers of riding a
bicycle, and not just its conveniences, then people will be more careful. Thus, the number of

accidents may significantly decrease. That’s why I agree with such laws.

How were they? Could you catch what Futoshi said? Did you understand his points?

Okay, now he will explain what he just said. Please listen.
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Now, let’s listen to Futoshi again. Please listen carefully, and focus on his opinion, and the

way in which he expresses it.

Model 1 [short answer]

I agree. About 30 years ago, when my brother was 11 years old, he seriously wounded his
head when he fell of his bicycle. If there had been a proper law and he had worn a helmet,

he would not have been injured that way. That’s why I agree with such laws.

Model 2  [long answer]

I agree. Although I sometimes feel a little strange to see schoolchildren all wear the same
helmets uniformly, what is important is not how they look, but how they should be
protected from possible accidents. About three decades ago, my brother, at the age of 11,
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seriously wounded his head when he fell off his bicycle. If there had been a proper law and
he had worn a helmet, he would not have been injured that way. In recent years, in fact,
more than 130,000 people were involved in bicycle accidents in Japan. This means a large
number of people may still be suffering from serious injuries; some might even have died.
And, if the law becomes more widely known and society becomes more aware of the dangers
of riding a bicycle, and not just its conveniences, then people will be more careful. Thus, the

number of accidents may significantly decrease. That’s why I agree with such laws.

B Closing Dialogue

G: Futoshi, this time you used the sandwich structure again, which you described in our first
Podcast, and you also introduced another idea. It was a method of expanding “Scope,”
wasn’t it?

F: Yes. You know, when you speak a foreign language, your scope, that is, the range in which
you can express things, will tend to be narrower. So I intended to show our listeners how to
expand the scope and how to change viewpoints using several presentation skills.

G: Hmm, that’s interesting and I think it will help them express themselves not only in
English but also in Japanese. By the way, Futoshi, in the opening dialogue we discussed
how to watch sports. Did you know that attendance at sporting events in America has
sharply dropped recently?

F: No, is that true?

G: Yes. Most professional sport teams have trouble filling up their stadiums or arenas. And
the Phoenix Suns, one of the most popular NBA teams, now pays money back to fans if they
are not satisfied with the team’s performance, which is actually improving the situation.

F: Hmm, it’s good to hear that. I'll recommend it to Eiken.

G: What? What do you mean?

F: I mean, money should be paid back if people who take the Eiken Tests are not satisfied with
their results.

G: Are you crazy? Futoshi, don’t say that! We'll be fired by Eiken!

F: Don’t worry, Gary. I'll say it in a low passive voice, “Hem, from time to time, hm, money
could be paid back...”

G: Ohh... Heaven help me!
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Well, then...

See you next time!
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